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 With Spring comes new energy and new projects.  This month 
sees the beginning of THE BIG READ initiative in our community.  
The Williamson County Public Library and the City of Franklin have 
partnered to promote the reading and discussion of The Maltese Falcon 
by Dashiell Hammett.  The first “hard-boiled” detective novel, this 
book features a taciturn private investigator, a mysterious femme fatale 
with a plea for help, two murders, and an international theft.  What 
could be more timely? 
 
 The Library is sponsoring several Big Read programs in which 
you might be interested.  Check out the schedule on page 4 of this issue. 
 
 We are also asking this month for your opinion about library 
services.  Your response gives us the opportunity to upgrade our pro-
grams and other resources.  It’s anonymous and takes only ten minutes.  
You can go to our webpage at lib.williamson-tn.org — look for the 
popup — to take the survey online at home or at the library, or pick up 
a copy at any of our six locations.  Thank you for your help in making 
your library what you want it to be.     

 Janice 
 
 
 

TWO SPECIAL PROGRAMS IN APRIL 
 
 
 
 
Sat. April 5, 2 p.m.  – Shape-note singing lecture by Bob Simmons, local resi-
dent and minister, in Meeting Room.   He will discuss Allen Carden’s contribu-
tion to the heritage of shape-note singing in Williamson County.  This unusual 
style of congregational singing stems from the Colonial period. Preserved in the 
rural South, shape-note singing (also called Sacred Harp and “fa-so-la” singing) 
is making a major resurgence in cities and campuses throughout North America  
Even if you’re unfamiliar with shape-note singing, this lecture will be a real 
treat.  
 
Mon. April 28, 6 p.m.  A visit by Rabbi Philip M. Posner, the author of Food 
for Thought, Character and Soul: Recipes and Blessings Included. Rabbi Posner 
attributes 35 scrumptious recipes to 25 inspiring role models, from Nelson Man-
dela to Victor Frankl to Theodore Roosevelt to Oprah.  A father and a grandfa-
ther, and a lifelong social activist, Posner resides in Ajijic, Mexico, where he has 
recently been receiving awards for his cooking and baking from the Culinary 
Arts Society of Ajijic. 

 



MEMORIAL / HONOREE DONATIONS 
 
 The library is appreciative of patrons who choose 
to place a book in the library as a memorial or honorar-
ium.  What better way to give a more lasting gift than to 
give a book in someone’s memory or honor.  Over the 
years, these gifts have made a significant contribution to 
our library collection. 
 If you would like to make a memorial or honoree 
donation to the Library, please contact the Acquisitions 
Librarian. Her office hours are 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Monday – Friday, and her telephone number is 615-595-
1242, Ext. 4. 
 For a donation of $20 or more, the library will 
purchase a book and place a memorial or honoree plate in 
the front of a selected title.  The donor is welcome to sug-
gest a subject area or a particular book to purchase for the 
donation.  Librarians will select an appropriate book 
within the subject area you suggest. 
 The donation process is quick and easy.  First, 
the donor will be asked how the memorial or honoree 
name and donor names should be worded on the plate.  In 
addition, the donor can provide the names and addresses 
of family members or others to be notified about the dona-
tion.  The Library will mail a card to the donor acknowl-
edging the donation along with a receipt.  The designated 
family members or others will also be sent a card from the 
library informing them of the donation. 
 Cards will be sent out before the books are actu-
ally ordered for a timely memorial/honoree notification.  
The books are then selected, ordered, and will be available 
once they are processed and cataloged.  Memorial/honoree 
books are placed in the rotunda area on the first floor.  
They remain in this area for nine months before they are 
placed in the regular stacks.  They can be checked out 
from this area at any time. 
 

READ AROUND TENNESSEE 
 Local writers (and listeners) are invited to the 
Main Library on Saturday, April 19 for Read Around Ten-
nessee, a celebration which will be simultaneously ob-
served in communities across the state. Coordinated by the 
Tennessee Writers Alliance (TWA), this fourth annual 
Read Around welcomes all writers, published or unpub-
lished, to share five minutes of their fiction, nonfiction or 
poetry. All ages are welcome. This is a very family 
friendly event.  
 This annual event is co-hosted by the Library and 
the Williamson County Council for The Written Word. 
Signup begins at 9 a.m. and Read Around is expected to 
continue until noon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS of the WILIAMSON 
COUNTY  PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
 The March book sale was a great success, 
thanks to all you booklovers.  Many thanks to all of the 
volunteers who helped us set up, sell, and take down.  
Our next book sale will be August 21, 22 and 23.  We 
appreciate all the generous book donations you bring 
to the library to help us make each book sale better 
than the one before.   
 Remember, the Friends always welcome new 
members.  Membership is just $10 a year and is tax 
deductible.   
 For membership and/or volunteering infor-
mation, contact either Marie Jordan at 794-4794 or 
Mary Ella Bastian at 794-5620. 
 Our annual Garden Tour will be held the sec-
ond weekend in June, being Saturday, June 14 and 
Sunday, June 15.   Look for information about this in 
the next Library Bytes, along with other fundraising 
the Friends are doing. 
 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE LECTURES
 The final program of this Spring’s Foreign 
Exchange series of lectures, co-sponsored by the Li-
brary and O’More School of Design,  will be Thursday, 
April 17 at 6 p.m.  Chad Polk of CDP Architecture, 
Creative Design Professionals will be the presenter.        
 Chad studied in Venice, Italy and is a practic-
ing residential/commercial/religious/master planning 
architect in Nashville. He will talk about his studies, 
his cultural influences, and his resulting designs. 
www.cdparchitecture.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS WORKSHOPS 
 
Sat. May 17, 10 to 12—”Utilizing the U.S. Census,” in the 
Meeting Room.  

 
Sat. June 21, 10 to 12—”Civil War in Williamson County” 
- Military History, in Special Collections Dept. 
 
To sign up for either of these, call 595-1246, ext. 1. 
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BRANCHES 
Bethesda (790-1887) 
Toddler Time (18 to 35 months)--
every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m.  No regis-
tration required. 
Preschool Storytime (3 and 4 years)--
every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  No reg-
istration required. 
Bethesda Book Club (adults)--meets at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday,  April 3.  We 
will discuss The Memory Keeper's 
Daughter by Kim Edwards. 
Homeschoolers Book Group (middle 
to high school age)--meets at 2:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 17. 
 

College Grove (368-3222) 
Preschool Story Time Thurs. 10 a.m.                       
Apr. 3   - It’s Spring! 
Apr. 10 - April Showers 
Apr. 17 - Planting A Garden 
Apr. 24 - Chicks & Ducklings 
Pajama Story Time is the second Tues-
day at 6:30 p.m. 
Apr. 8   - Fractured Fairytales 
We’ll have milk and cookies afterwards. 
Pajamas are optional. 
 
College Grove Book Discussion Group 
meets April 15, 9 a.m. to discuss The 
Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett as 
part of the Big Read. We are making 
plans to participate in several of the Big 
Read activities. New members are wel-
come. 
 
College Grove Friends of the Library  
have celebrated their first birthday!  
They are planning an informational 
gathering for old & new members. To 
learn more, please call the library at 
368-3222. 

Fairview (799-0235)                             
Adult Programs- 
Fairview Book Club will meet Apr. 8 
at 6 p.m. to discuss The Maltese Fal-
con by Dashiell Hammett as part of 
the Big Read Project.   
Avid Readers  Book Club will meet 
Apr. 23 at 1 p.m. to discuss the indi-
vidual books they have enjoyed in the 
previous month. 
The Fairview Public Library Writing 
Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tues-
days of each month at 6 p.m. to en-
courage each other in their creative 
writing experiences.  .Visitors and 
new members are invited to attend 
the meetings. 
VITA Income Tax help is available at 
the library until Apr. 15 on Tuesdays 
from 2-7 p.m., Thursdays from 2-6 
p.m. and Saturdays  from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.  Call the library for an appoint-
ment if you are an individual and 
made less than $40,000 in 2007. 
Friends of the Library Book Sale-
Ap r .  2 4 - 26  du r i n g  l i b r a r y 
hours.  Donations are being accepted 
at the library.  Please donate books, 
videos, and DVD's that are clean and 
in good shape.   
Children's Programs- 
Preschool Story Time-Wed. 10 a.m. 
"I Am Special" is the theme for April. 
"Dancing Through Dewey, Part 
Two"-Thurs., April 17 from 2-3 
p.m.  The home school program for 
ages 8-12 will contain information 
about the Dewey Decimal System and 
will help students find information 
from various sources in the li-
brary.  Registration is required. 
Poetry Contest during National 
Library Week-The contest will be 
held during the week of Apr. 13-19 
for children in grades 1-7.  Visit or 
call the library for details 

Leiper’s Fork (794-7019)                                                              
Preschool Story Time -April 1, 8, 15, 22, 
and 29  at 10:30 a.m. This program is for 
children ages 3 to 5 and designed for par-
ent and child participation. Activities in-
clude songs, finger plays, nursery rhymes, 
stories and a take home craft. We have 
plenty of room for new friends in our Pre-
school group. 
Toddler Time April 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 
10:30 a.m. This program is for toddlers 
ages 18 to 36 months and designed for 
parent and child 
participation. This class is limited to 10 
children and registration is required. Activi-
ties include songs, finger plays, nursery 
rhymes, stories and a take home craft. Tod-
dler Time is currently full. 

 
Nolensville (776-5490) 
Story Time Wed. at 10:30 a.m. 
April 2 “Birds, Bugs, Bees & Trees” 
April 9  “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom!” 
April 16  “1, 2, 3 Count on Me” 
April 23  “The Best Pet of All!” 
April 30  “Mommy, Daddy, Me” 
 
The Nolensville Book Club will next meet 
on Thursday, April 3, currently reading All 
Over But the Shoutin'  by Rick Bragg.  Their 
next selection is Water for Elephants by 
Sara Gruen Newcomers Welcome. 
 
If you are getting ready for the spring plant-
ing season, the Nolensville Library has a 
great display of books on 
gardening.  Of course, 
if you grow a really nice 
crop of fruits or vegeta-
bles,  the staff will expect 
samples.  (April Fool!) 
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MAIN LIBRARY                          
ADULTS                                                  
Please see page 4 for The Big Read events which will 
take place at the Library during April. 

Tues. April 1, 6 p.m.  The Singles group meets in the 
Meeting Room.  Singles are invited to meet other singles, 
enjoy great conversation, refreshments and help kick off 
Franklin’s BIG READ month. 
 
Wed. April 2,  6:30 p.m. ACT/SAT Preparation for Young 
Adults preparing for college, in the Meeting Room. 
 
Sat. April 5, and Sat. April 19, 10:30 a.m. CWW Critique 
Group, followed by Young Adult Critique Group at noon.  
Inquire at Circulation Desk for location of these meetings. 
 
Sat. April 5, 2 p.m.  Bob Simmons, local resident and min-
ister, will present a program in the Meeting Room on Shape 
Note Singing. See p. 1 for more details. 
 
Sun. April 6, 2 p.m. Young Adult Science and Robot com-
petition.  Call 595-1278 to register. 
 
Tues., April 8, 6 p.m.  Evening Book Group, discussing 
The Maltese Falcon, in the Meeting Room. 
 
Sun. April 13, 2 p.m.  Young Adult Graphic Novel Club 

 
Thurs., April 17, 1 p.m. Best Reads Book Club meets in the 
Meeting Room, discussing The Maltese Falcon. 
 
Thurs. April 17, 6 p.m. O’More School of Design and the   
Library co-sponsor a Foreign Exchange lecture by Chad Polk. 
See p. 2 for  more details. 
 
Sat. April 19, 9-12 a.m.  Read Around Tennessee, in Meeting 
Room. See p. 2 for more details. 
 
Mon. April 28, 6 p.m.  Rabbi Posner speaks about his new 
spiritual cook book. See p. 1 for more details. 

 
CHILDREN 
Tues. April 8, 6 p.m. Bilingual Story Time 
Mystery books will be read in English and in Spanish. 
A detective will demonstrate fingerprinting. Cookies and milk 
provided by The Palette Gallery. 
 
Thurs. April 17, 6:30 p.m. Pajama Story 
Time, with Ms. Kathleen.  Stories, games, au-
dience participation, reading awards, and 
more.  For parents and children of all ages.  
Milk and cookies follow. 
 
Fri. April 25, 10 a.m. The Snuggle Bug Club, 
a Baby Lapsit Story Time for parents with new-
borns up to 18 months. 



SPOTLIGHT ON THE BIG READ 
  

 
Here are The Big Read events taking place at the Main Library in Franklin: 

ART DISPLAY by art students at Middle College High School all  during the month of April, in the 
Meeting Room Hallway art gallery. 
 
Three excellent Saturday afternoon Big Read programs: 
 
Saturday, April 12, 2 p.m. “Murder on a Saturday Afternoon,” Author and Lecturer Steven 
Womack speaks in the Meeting Room about The Maltese Falcon and the birth of film noir.  
Womack is an Edgar-Award winning author of ten novels and two produced screenplays.  He 
is also the Chair of the Watkins Film School in Nashville and a Lecturer in Film Studies at 
Vanderbilt University, where he teaches — among other things — film noir. 

 
Saturday, April 19 at 2:00 pm. "The Jazz Piano,"  Dr. Michael Rothacker and Bill Ferarri 
will present a jazz lecture and play music of the Big Band era in the Meeting Room. 
Rothacker, a self-styled "jazz nut," is Associate Professor of Library Science Emeritus at Pea-
body College of Vanderbilt University. Ferarri, a graduate of Peabody School of Music, is a 
long-time pianist at Lowe's Vanderbilt Plaza. 
 

Saturday, April 26, 2 p.m.  Dr. Luke Powers speaks in the Meeting Room about “Beyond 
Good Looking and Evil:  Choice and Chance in The Maltese Falcon.”  The lecture and discus-
sion will focus on the decisions characters make (or do not make) that propel the narrative; it 
will also consider how the narrative of The Maltese Falcon depends both on what gets “told” 
and what does not. 
 
Also— 
Tuesday, April 1, 6 p.m.  Singles group meets in the Meeting Room.  Singles are invited to meet other sin-
gles, enjoy great conversation, refreshments and help kick off Franklin’s Big Read month. 
 
Tuesday, April 8, 6 p.m.  Evening Book Group, discussing The Maltese Falcon, in the Meeting Room. 
 
Tuesday, April 8, 6 p.m. Bi-Lingual Story Time - Celebrating The Big Read by reading mystery picture 
books, which will be read in English and Spanish. Children will have the opportunity to create their own fal-
con. A detective from the Franklin Police Department will be there to show how fingerprints are made. Cook-
ies and milk will be provided by Palette Gallery. 
 
Thursday, April 17, 1 p.m. Best Reads Book Club meets in the Meeting Room, discussing The Maltese Fal-
con. 
 
 

The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts  
in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services and Arts Midwest. 
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        The City of Franklin and Williamson County Public Library are proud to bring The Big Read to 
our community. The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership 
with the Institute of Museum and Library Sciences and Arts Midwest, and is designed to revitalize the 
role of literature in American culture and bring the transformative power of literature into the lives of its 
citizens.                                                                                                                                           
Over the next two months, the entire community is being encouraged to read the classic detective fiction 
novel, The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett. The City and the Library have partnered with nearly 
two dozen community organizations to bring a variety of activities focused around this book. You can 

check out  community Big Read events on the City of Franklin’s website at www.Franklin.gov/bigread.   



 
Our Mission Statement 
The Williamson County Public Library 
System seeks to meet the recreational, 
educational, and information needs of 

the citizens of Williamson County 
through a county-wide network of  

libraries located in the Bethesda,  Col-
lege Grove, Fairview, Leiper's Fork, 

and Nolensville communities. Franklin 
houses the Main and Local History/

Genealogy libraries. 
Janice Keck, Library Director   

voice:  (615) 595-1240  
 fax: (615) 595-1245 

1314 Columbia Avenue1314 Columbia Avenue1314 Columbia Avenue1314 Columbia Avenue    
Franklin, TN  37064Franklin, TN  37064Franklin, TN  37064Franklin, TN  37064    

Phone: 615-595-1250 
      Fax: 615-595-1245 

E-mail:  
pmacpherson@williamson-tn.org 

Visit us on the Web 
http://lib.williamson-

tn.org 

Williamson County Public 
Library 

Main Library 
Monday  thru Thursday 
9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 
9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
Sunday 
1 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
Special Collections Dept.   
Tuesday-Saturday   9 
a.m.-5:30 p.m., closed 
Mondays 
 
Bethesda Library 
Tues. Wed. Fri. 
9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.  
Saturday 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Sunday & Monday 
CLOSED 

College Grove Library 
Mon. Wed. Thurs. Fri.       
9 a.m.—5 p.m.              
Tues. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.  
Saturday & Sunday 
CLOSED 
 
Fairview Library 
Tuesday & Thursday 
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.  
Wednesday & Friday 
9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
Saturday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.              
Sunday & Monday  
CLOSED 

 

Leiper’s Fork Library 
Tues. Wed. Fri. 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
Thursday 
11 a.m.- 7 p.m.  
Saturday 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.           
Sunday & Monday  
CLOSED                     
 
Nolensville Library 
Tues. Wed. Fri. 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
Thursday  
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.  
Saturday  
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.              
Sunday & Monday  
CLOSED 
 

 
The Maltese Falcon, by Dashiell Hammett 
 
 A world-weary private eye is sitting at his desk when in walks a 
beautiful woman in distress.  We’ve all seen parodies of this scene Guy 
Noir, Sam Spud, and in many other books, movies and commercials.  But 
where did this scene originate?  The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett.  
 Hammett changed detective stories forever.  He worked as a 
Pinkerton detective (men like the posse who relentlessly chased Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid in the movie) before he started writing, so 
he knew how detectives thought and talked.  He used everyday language 
and short sentences.  He used slang and PI lingo.  He popularized detective 
fiction so much that a new fiction genre was born—the hard-boiled detec-
tive novel. 
 And now to the story—Sam Spade is a blue-collar detective mak-
ing his way in seedy 1920s San Francisco when Miss Wonderly breezes 
though his office door, begging for his help.  He and his partner are more 
interested in her cold hard cash than her sob story.  After his partner is 
murdered, Sam has to solve the murder and the mystery to keep himself out 
of the slammer.  The mystery deepens, with big and small players, switch-
ing sides and a second murder.  What is the Maltese Falcon?  You’ll have 
to read to find out. 
 To those of you who have seen the third version (and most fa-
mous, starring Bogart) of the movie and don’t think you need to read the 
book, I hope you’ll reconsider.  The book builds with palpable tension, 
detailed descriptive scenes, and Spade’s involved climactic confrontation 
scene.  You can see for yourself why this book was justifiably chosen as a 
great book for all to read. 
    Reviewed by Lindsay 
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BOOK BUZZ 


